
ENDOWMENT TRUST

REPORT AND APPEAL TO THE COMMUNITY NOVEMBER 2009

Groton Public Library

New Website
Launched
This past spring the library rolled
out a brand new look for its web-
site. In �001, the site received
17,000 visits which ballooned to
over 410,000 in �008. To meet the
increasing demand, the library
decided to upgrade and enhance its
online services with an appealing
and easy to use site.

“We were really excited to launch
the new website for our patrons
and the community,” said Owen Shuman, library
director. “This new site makes it easier for people to
find out about the library and access the many
resources available to them online through the
library.”

Presented in vibrant colors and photos, the new site
offers an improved navigation system, better organi-
zation of information, and easier access to a variety
of online services. In addition to the things you
could do before, like reserve a museum pass, renew
books and register for programs, you can now
request interlibrary loans, reserve a meeting room,

download audiobooks and view historic Groton collec-
tions. A wider offering of databases provides �4/7 access
to magazine and newspaper articles, directories, readers’
advisory collections and basic reference books. The
expanded website also offers more space to promote
events and activities, such as book groups, GrotonREADS
and current and past exhibits in the art gallery.

For children and young adults, check out the new
Children’s Room and YA@Level � sections. Both were
designed to appeal to these different age groups. The
pages include reading suggestions, homework help, home
schooling resources and photo galleries of recent pro-

(continued on page �)
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The following individuals and organizations made gifts to
the Endowment Fund from November �008−November
�009. They support the Endowment because they recog-
nize the value it adds to their library experience and we
thank them! Won’t you consider doing the same? The many
hours of volunteer service and in-kind donations made by
individuals are greatly appreciated, but are not listed here.
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Dear Groton Neighbor,

We, the Trustees of the Groton
Public Library Endowment
Trust, present this report to
you at the end of the twelfth
year of the Endowment Trust’s
operation. This newsletter
reports details of the Trust’s activities, showcases the
ways in which the Trust benefits the library and
appeals for your continued support.

The Financial Statement of the Trust as of June 30,
�009, shows assets totaling $1,3�7,513 after expen-
ditures of $7�,707 on behalf of the Library during
Fiscal Year �009. The financial report is available at
the Library for interested persons to review.

At our May meeting the trustees approved $53,�30
for FY ’10 for community projects and library
enhancements currently underway and planned. You
will find details about these items as well as past
projects throughout this newsletter.

The Endowment Trust was established in 1998
with funds donated by the citizens of Groton. It
provides a stream of investment income which
makes the Groton Public Library the best it can be.
We wish to again thank those who contributed in
the past and to invite all of you, newcomers as well,
to consider making additional gifts to the
Endowment. Please keep your newsletter along
with the enclosed envelope as a reminder to include
Groton Public Library Trust in your annual giving
plans.

Sincerely,

The Groton Public Library Endowment Trustees

Albert Stone, Chairman
Edward Strachan, Treasurer
Robert Weber
Dave Zeiler
Owen S. Shuman, Library Director

The cover illustration is from Chris Hutchins’ series titled 1995—
365 paintings of Groton, MA, owned by Mr. Ken Scarlatelli.
Photography throughout by Bob Lotz.

grams. Young Adult Librarian Deborah Dowson also
keeps a blog with the latest news on young adult pro-
grams and topics.

This collaborative project was the work of Reference
Librarian Susanne Olson and the web design firm
Clearpeak Interactive. Work on the new site began in
�008 with funding from the GPL Endowment Fund.
Contributing to the site’s new look are photographs by
Bob Lotz which enliven every page. Bob attended many
of the library’s programs throughout the year to capture
images of the people who use and enjoy our library.

If you have not yet discovered the library’s new website,
explore for yourself all of the features it has to offer.

(NEW WEBSITE continued from page 1)

THANK YOU
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The GPL Digital Library is now available online. Three
volumes of the Groton Town Diaries, covering
1918–19�4 and 1948–1955, have been digitized and
are available to curious history buffs from the library’s
website, gpl.org. A local newspaper collection, Turner’s
Public Spirit, 1908–19�1, is also now available online.
Funds from the Endowment made the digitization of
these valuable historical records possible and also sup-
ported the work of digital library specialist, Barbara
Kampas.

Reference Librarian Susanne Olson supervised this
multi-year project with assistance from Edythe Salzman,
Eleanor Chanda and Mike Manugian, who volunteered
many hours indexing the diaries and creating a database.

The Community-Wide Preservation Project, an historic
survey of houses and buildings in Groton, will be avail-
able by the end of this year. The survey was sponsored
by the Groton Historical Commission with funds from
the Community Preservation Act.

TOWN DIARIES NOW ACCESSIBLE

Reference Librarian Susanne
Olson and Barbara Kampas,
seated, confer on the Groton
Town Diaries.

ADULT PROGRAMS ENRICHED BY ENDOWMENT

Library visitors continue to enjoy visits from high caliber
authors because of strong funding for adult programs
provided by the Endowment. Dan Shaughnessy and
Kate Braestrup gave heart-warming, thought-provoking
presentations to standing-room-only audiences.

Sportswriter Dan Shaughnessy reminisced about his
boyhood playing baseball in Groton, as he discussed his
book, Senior Year: A Father, A Son, and High School
Baseball. Kate Braestrup, Chaplain, Maine Warden
Service and author of Here If You Need Me, told of her
search and rescue experiences, complete with adventure,
compassion, and even laughter.

A perennial favorite, Stories Only You Can Tell: A
Memoir Writing Workshop, continues to draw enthusi-
astic writers, including local published authors, to Zoa
Guernsey’s 6-week series offered twice a year.

ENDOWMENT FUNDS COMPUTER WORKSHOPS

The Endowment Fund purchased an additional laptop
computer for instructors’ use in our Computer Lab, and
eleven copies of Photoshop Elements 7. Two Introduction
to Photoshop Elements classes have been held and were
attended by �4 people. The Endowment also funded an
honorarium for Photoshop trainer, Eric Wexler.

Responding to the community’s needs during the contin-
ued decline of the economy, three job-related classes
were held in the spring on: résumé writing, Internet use
for job searches and research and job networking using
LinkedIn, a career-related, social-networking website.

Technology Services Librarian Jeff Pike offers these
workshops in response to your needs. Email your sugges-
tions for future Computer Lab classes to jpike@gpl.org.

Author Dan Shaughnessy spoke with Dot Van Hoogen after dis-
cussing his latest book at the library. Photo by John Love.

REMEMBERING FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Memorial gifts to the GPL Endowment, such as those made this
year in honor of Attorney Peter Cole, former town counsel, are a
thoughtful way to remember a person who was important to you
during their lifetime. Each memorial donation signifies a caring
tribute to the person in whose name the gift is made, and helps to
perpetuate that person’s interest in and love of the library and its
abundant offerings.



Anna Dunsmoor got in on the act with world yo-yo cham-
pion John Higby who performed bizarre and spectacular
tricks before a record crowd in the stupendous Summer
Reading Program finale.
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The Endowment granted $4,500 this past year for
programs for children and families. Highlights included
nine musicians for the popular children’s program, Tales
& Tunes; the Celtic Bells, who played and danced to tra-
ditional Celtic and Irish music; and children’s authors,
Katie Smith Milway, author of One Hen: How One Small
Loan Made a Big Difference, and Terry Golson, author of
Tillie Lays an Egg.

The Endowment funded three events for this year’s
Summer Reading Program entertainment: Jay Mankita,

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS ALL YEAR ROUND
Tanglewood Marionettes and the Yo-Yo People.

The Endowment also provided $1,800 for reading incen-
tives, which motivated children to read all summer long.
A total of 660 children in grades PreK–Grade 5 regis-
tered for the SRP. Of that number, 547 children (83%)
participated (read for at least two hours); 76 children
read for at least �4 hours; and 30 children read for over
�4 hours! The result was a grand total of 6,108 hours of
reading.

Above: Tanglewood Marionettes’ lavish production of Cinderella
dazzled a crowd of 267. Bottom: Performer Jay Mankita enter-
tained a group of 66 children with his Books in Space concert,
which included participatory songs about stars, planets, flying
ships, and aliens.
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Pump Up the Volume was the theme for the Young
Adult Summer Reading program, and it gave our young
people several opportunities to showcase their musical
talent. At the concert to kick off the summer, two
groups—The Persuasion and The Scott Card & Russell
Kniffin Guitar Duo—performed to high acclaim.
YA@Level � (the new name for the Young Adult area)
was always busy, with borrowing up �5% from �008
during the month of August.

The Animé and Manga Club continues to grow and has
become a popular monthly event at the library.
Members gather to sketch and share their drawings, talk
about their favorite manga ( Japanese comic books), view
animé programs ( Japanese animated films) and make
new friends.

Festivities around Halloween included the special
Halloween Story Time when teen volunteers from the
Young Adult Advisory Council chose a Halloween
themed picture book, dressed in costume and read to the
youngest patrons of the library. Another special event
was the Scary Snacks and Horrific Hors d’oeuvres
Workshop, where learning to make delicious and colorful
foods was never so much fun.

The “Llama Lounge,” a monthly library program for
young adults, features crafts, food, music, video games
and books. Sibley Hall is transformed into the “place to
be” with activities sponsored by the Endowment.

Summer Reading Statistics

320 young adults registered
2,341 books read and summarized
Average books read—7
260 attended 14 events

Top left: Animé and Manga Club members and Young Adult
Librarian Deborah Dowson decide which animé to view; top
right: Open Mic Night performer Eric Viera; bottom: Scary
Snacks made by Ryan L., Mackenzie W., Abby P, and Caroline P.

YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS GET PUMPED UP BY ENDOWMENT
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This eleventh annu-
al newsletter of
the Groton Public

Library Endowment Trust
is dedicated to Al Stone in
appreciation of his 15
years of service to the

library. A life-long library
user, he became more
closely connected with the
library in the early 1990s
as Library Trustees were
planning the library
expansion. Recognizing
Mr. Stone’s experience in
planning and overseeing
numerous building proj-
ects, as well as his leader-
ship of local volunteer
boards through successful
capital and endowment
campaigns, the Trustees
sought his guidance in
planning for the library’s
future.

At his urging, and with
support of the Friends of
the Library and an anony-
mous donor, a feasibility
study was commissioned
to gauge community sup-
port for an expansion.
Once completed, the

study revealed that the
library could potentially
raise $750,000. Mindful
of the future needs of an
expanded library, Mr.
Stone insisted that money
raised should be used for

an endowment fund
rather than for bricks and
mortar, which the town
and the Commonwealth
would be funding.

Beginning in 1995, Mr.
Stone served on the
Fundraising Steering
Committee which also
included Kate McNierney,
Andrew Searle, Fran
Anderson, Tom Hartnett,
Jeffrey Boutwell, Katie
Madigan and Owen
Shuman. This committee
was charged with deciding
what type of trust instru-
ment should be created,
writing the case statement
and setting the fundrais-
ing campaign goal. Mr.
Stone brought his wealth
of experience to each
meeting along with an
unfailing sense that the
goal could be met.

AL STONE: IN GRATITUDE FOR 15 YEARS OF SERVICE

As a result of these
efforts, the Groton Public
Library Endowment Fund
was created in 1996. A
three-year campaign
(1996–’99) exceeded the
original goal and raised
$1.� million for the GPL
Endowment Trust Fund.
Over 33 active volunteers
participated in the project:
hosting events, asking
friends and neighbors to
give and giving themselves.
Throughout the cam-
paign, Mr. Stone guided
committee members with
constant reminders that
everyone should have an
opportunity to give and
that a donor can never be
thanked enough.

Following the successful
completion of the campaign,
Mr. Stone agreed to serve
as an Endowment Trustee
and was elected Chairman
at the first meeting in
1996, a position which he
has held ever since.

Reflecting on these years
of service, Mr. Stone
informed the GPL
Endowment Trustees that
he would be stepping
down at the end of �009.
His leadership, generosity,
and ongoing involvement
in and support of the
Groton Public Library
Endowment Trust Fund
have been integral to the
library’s success. We thank
him for 15 years of service
and for making a difference
for our library and the
larger Groton community.

SCHOOL VISITS

In FY ’09 the
Endowment funded
$3,000 to provide trans-
portation and library
brochures for Groton-
Dunstable elementary
school students in
grades K–4 to visit the
public library. The goals
of the program were to
introduce children to
their local library,
encourage life-long use
of public libraries and
improve school-public
library connections.
Nineteen classes from
Florence Roche and
Swallow Union Schools
visited the library. The
students received library
cards, a tour of the
library, stories and help
with assignments. This
successful school-library
cooperative program will
continue in the coming
school year with the
help of the Endowment.

According to Kim
Cochrane, Coordinator
of Libraries for Groton
and Dunstable schools,
“This unique program
provides all children the
opportunity to learn
firsthand about the
many offerings at their
public library. It also
helps our students make
the important connec-
tion between school and
the community at large.
We are very pleased that
the Endowment has
agreed to fund it for
another year.”

Did you attend and enjoy some of the events and services sponsored by the GPL Endowment?
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CURRENT PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY
THE ENDOWMENT (July 1, 2009–June 30 2010)

ADULT PROGRAMS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500
Well-known author visit and performers

ART GALLERY CURATOR AND EXPENSES . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,500
Supports five art shows

BUS TRANSPORTATION FOR SCHOOL VISITS . . . . . . . . .$2,500
Transport elementary school students to the library

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM & COLLECTIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,000
Tales and Tunes, family programs, collection enhance-
ments and summer reading program incentives

DIGITAL LIBRARY PROJECT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,000
Preparation of image files and creation of index for each
page of Town Diaries for online access

GrotonREADS 2010 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,000
Town-wide reading program including coordinator, books
and special events

LANGUAGE COLLECTION ENHANCEMENT . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,900
Addition of language programs on compact disc and
Transparent Language software on thumb drive

MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOPS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,400
Two six-week sessions in the fall and spring

PEOPLE COUNTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,500
Permanently installed counter to measure attendance by
day, week, month and hour

PICNIC TABLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,300
Anchored, weather-resistant painted metal table near
Reading Garden

OAK TABLE FOR QUIET STUDY ROOM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500

STAFF DEVELOPMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,000
Educational development to enhance the library’s service
to the community

TECHNOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500
Addition of LCD projector, two new computers for tech-
nology area and web cam for Skype

YOUNG ADULT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$8,630
Summer reading program incentives, author/performer
visits, programs and collection enhancement

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$53,230

GrotonREADS 2009

The selection of Barbara Kingsolver’s Animal, Vegetable,
Miracle, the collaboration with Groton Local and the
leadership of Nancy Turkle combined to make the fifth
year of GrotonREADS an overwhelming success.
Innovative programs and good weather attracted over
800 people to a variety of events, making it by far the
most popular of all the GrotonREADS. As an addition-
al point of pride, the promotional materials for the pro-
gram received first place from the Massachusetts Library
Association at their public relations awards event.

Highlights included: the Eat Local Expo; a tour of local
farms; 3 Schools/3 Chefs on serving local food in
schools; Chicken Chat, where 74 people watched a film
and heard a panel of chicken owners; a seed workshop;
and book discussion groups. Everyone loves food—
talking about it, growing it and eating it. The events
offered many opportunities to do all of that and more.

Many thanks to Barney Blood and Chad Spiczka for
being featured on the posters, to Kim Cochrane for lead-
ing the programs in the Groton Dunstable schools, and
to committee members MaryDenise NiConnor, Carole
Greenfield, Theresa Harris, Sally Hensley, Gretchen
Hummon, Julie Marion, George Moore, Lili Ott, Bobbie
Speigelman, Joe Twomey, Priscilla Williams and the farm
owners, discussion leaders, artists for the gallery show,
program panelists and all who worked hard to keep
everyone reading and engaged in talking about Animal,
Vegetable, Miracle.

Watch for upcoming information on GrotonREADS
�010!

Displaying award-winning GrotonREADS 2009 promotional mate-
rials are left to right: Chad Spiczka, Nancy Turkle, coordinator,
Library Director Owen Shuman and Barney Blood.

If so, please consider making a donation to support the Fund that helps to make them possible.
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ART GALLERY NEWS

After closing �008 with “The Figure,
Clothed,” featuring Randy Nehila, Jill Pottle,
Sharon Wooding and Sharon Chew, the win-
ter was enlivened by the colorful paintings and
monotypes of Jill Pottle and Pamela Lawson
in “Up North/Down East.” In conjunction
with GrotonREADS, “Animal, Vegetable, Art”
celebrated images of local produce and farms.
Highlights were an original poster by student
Erin Mullins and a meticulously painted corn-
field by Elaine Chamberlain. Merill Comeau’s
“Bloom” exhibit filled the gallery with vibrant
fabric collages and was combined with three
workshops in which participants made fabric
self-portraits and brainstormed ideas for a
potential fabric art piece for the library.

Katharine Bell’s fanciful paintings are current-
ly exhibited with photographs by her brother
Charlie Boynton through November �1.

The upcoming exhibit will be an abstract
adventure featuring the quilted squares of
Jeanne Williamson (author of The Uncommon
Quilter available at GPL) and the funky
abstract paintings of Brian Hart.

In November �010, “The Literary Horse,” an
exhibit of photographs of horses in literary
themes, will travel to Groton. Local equestri-
ans interested in related programming for this
event should email Curator, Deborah Santoro,
artem6@comcast.net.
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